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after Silveira's death, the Marathas made greater progress.
Their army, accordingto Portuguese accounts, nownumbered
two hundred thousand men; and by the 13th May, 1739,
they had after repeated failures succeeded in mining the
tower of Nossa Senhora dos Remedies. At 7 a. m. on the
13th May the explosion of two mines partially destroyed
the bastion. The Marathas rushed to the attack, but were
driven back by the valour of the garrison and the explosion
of a third mine caused them heavy losses. Throughout
the day the Maratha leaders, Chimnaji Appa, Manaji Angre,
Malharrao Holkar, Ranoji Sindia vied with each other in
trying to scale the walls of the doomed city. They delivered
no less than eleven assaults on the tower of San Sebastian
and six others on that of Nossa Senhora dos Remedies.
The Portuguese repulsed them with hand grenades and
musketry fire. During the night the besieged made a
curtain of lighted firewood inside the latter tower and
barricaded the breaches in the tower of San Sebastian,
with broken doors and disused hencoops. On the 14th
May the explosion of a fourth mine laid the tower of San
Sebastian level with the ground. The Marathas established
themselves in the ruins of the masonry and enfiladed the
garrison. All day the Portuguese defended themselves
with the courage of despair. In the evening a Maratha
envoy bearing a white flag told Pereira that in the morning
three fresh mines would be fired, the town carried and the
Christian population put to the sword. Pereira called a
council of war. The officers reported that the troops were
exhausted and unfit any longer to man the walls. No
succours could be expected from Goa; and Pereira decided
to make terms while this was still possible. In the hour
of victory the Marathas showed commendable generosity.
They allowed the garrison eight days in which to leave
Bassein with the honours of war, British ships took them
to Bombay where the Governor, Stephen Law, entertained
them hospitably and furnished them with money. In
September 1739 he sent them in native boats to Chaul,